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Introduction
Large distributed global software projects are becoming more common. Several globally distributed teams simultaneously develop different parts of a larger software application posing not only coordination, communication, development and configuration management challenges; but also in the area of software testing. 
Agile and Scrum development cycles reduce drastically the time-spans to complete a quality delivery. 
The panel goal is to discuss software testing strategy and techniques in the context of large globally distributed software development using short delivery cycles such as the Scrum process.
Topics covered in the position statements and presentations
The expert panelists will present their views and experiences covering questions including,
1. What are some of the challenges in software testing with globally distributed teams? 
2. What is the test plan appropriate in this context? What are levels of testing that should be included within a Scrum cycle? 

3. Are there any conventional software testing wisdom challenged and do they need to be revaluated or replaced? 

4. What is the role of test automation?

5. Can quality be ensured with remote teams? Do we need less or more structure?

Discussions and Q&A 
The second part of the session will be a lively discussion with questions from the audience as well as the following.

1. What are the efficient ways to distribute testing and what should be the extent of distribution? 
2. Are time-zone differences a challenge or can they be leveraged? 
3. Should some or all testing be centralized? What are the test levels that can be parallelized and what should be sequential?

4. Are there new techniques that need to be explored? 
5. How can academic research provide solutions or directions to these new challenges?

Closing Remarks
Panelists will summarize their vision on what the view as the most critical aspects of software testing by globally distributed teams. 

Panelists
The panelists bring diverse and extensive global experience. Dr Juergen Kazmeier has led challenging operational projects, headed the Software Engineering research department and now leads a large global group. Peter Zimmerer heads the Software Quality and Testing at the headquarters of Siemens Corporate Technology, Dr Di Cao manages a large globally distributed project among his numerous roles, Sumit brings experience from several onsite/offshore turnkey engagements from US/UK and Munil Shah from Microsoft US heads a global test development team.
1. Dr Juergen Kazmeier, VP, Siemens PSE SES, Austria.
2. Peter Zimmerer, Program Manager, Software Testing, Siemens Corporate Technology, Germany.

3. Dr Di Cao, QA & Commercialization Manager, Schlumberger Technologies (Beijing) Ltd, China.
4. Sumit Kumar Popli, Tata Consultancy Services, India.
5. Munil Shah, Director of Test - Windows Serviceability, Microsoft, USA.
